Fifty Years of Iron and Steel

the most skillful artificers in these metals. "They
made iron before the invasion of the Romans,
and have been known as the most accomplished
artists In certain lines of its manufacture since
that time. The pathetic fate of their great fac-
tories under the heel of the Prussian invader
is one of the features of the present Kuropean wan

The Germans were among the last peoples
in Europe to be civilised and among the last to
learn the art; of manufacturing iron. They have,

however, made greater progress in this line than
most other nations. At a time when the Roman

soldiers were equipped with iron swords and
lances and even iron armor, the Germans fought
them through their dark forests with wooden
spears, bows and arrows. Not until 1,000 years
after the beginning of the Christian era did
these Germans begin to make iron in any quan-
tity. They then invented the "stuekhofen" an
improvement; on the Catalan forge, and later
they devised the "blauofen" which was the pro-
genitor of the modern blast furnace. The
"blauofen," was gradually developed until 1450
A.D. a furnace of this type 24 feet in height
was operated in the Thuringian mountains. "This
furnace was equipped with a wooden bellows,